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7. 2 Innovative Agricultural Waste Management (&R XS54 K& PI3 #SH8)
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7. 3 Adding Value to Agricultural Products (FEF&RRXSA Kl PI8 =HE8E)
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Skit for Presentation

Characters: Agriculture Annie (A), Beaver (B), Cowboy (C), Cow (Cow)

General intro- we are talking about added value and the places we visited that
relates to this concept are Highland Feeders, Tipi Creek farms, Lacombe Research
Centre, Agrifood Discovery Place.

A- The first topic we need to cover is the definition of added value. What does it
mean?

C- Well, an economist would say that the difference between what you sell a
product for and what you buy it for is the added value. However, we think added
value has more meanings than that. Adding value is also when you take a raw good
and make it into something someone wants to eat or use.

B- But, added value can also mean that when you buy a product, benefits come to
your community.

A- Of course. Look at this example (takes wheat, through bread box, makes bread).
The bread maker adds value to the grain by baking it.

C- I understand. Only cows can eat the wheat (or Ryan), but I love bread.

B- Oh, I see. Mattya eeyan. | AM BEAVER! I like when trees becomes stakes! I love
stakes.

A- So we think that a plate of food can give a good illustration of adding value. Why
do you think this is?

B- OH! I KNOW WHY! A plate has meat, vegetables and BEER! You know beer?!
C- Hai, I know beer.

A- Whoa, whoa, save the beer for later. Right now, let’s talk more about steaks. (To
audience) On our trip, where did we go that took something, added value, and
produced meat.

Audience answer- Highland feeders, Lacombe.

C- Yep, at highland feeders you turn grass into meat. I can’t eat grass but I can eat
meat. This is adding value.

B- Ok ok. At Lacombe we looked at packaging, processing and grading. Or, in
Japanese, package, grade and katei.

A- The different feeding techniques for the cattle, and general animal treatment
determines quality. Next, our plate also has vegetables. (To audience) Where did
we visit that we can get our vegetables from?

Audience Answer- Tipi creek (or Sunworks farm).

B- Oh yes, I love vegetables. Wood is my favourite vegetable. But why is this
adding value?

C- Well, at Tipi Creek and Sunworks, these vegetables are completely produced
there, so they don’t have monetary value added to them, but what is added 1is

community value. By connecting to their food, people appreciate it more and gain a
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sense of community involvement.
A- T think that this benefit can sometimes be more important for a business than
other forms of adding value. When a community works together to produce
vegetables which are then sold near where they were produced, it is good for the
environment, the people involved and the healthiness of Canadians in general.
B- WHOA! Look what I found (pulls out beer).
C- Suge! Ping.
B- Pong.
A- Pon.
C- Ping.
B- Pong.
A- (screws up).
All- OHHH!
A- (drinks beer). Beaver, where did you find this?
B- I found it at Alley Kat.
A- What’s Alley Kat.
C- That’s the local microbrewery. It’s where I get all ma’ booze!
B- Suge! Mattya eeyan!
A- How is value added when we support local businesses and independent
producers like Alley Kat?
C- Well, first of all, transportation costs are reduced. This is good for the
environment and means that the producer can sell their product a little cheaper
because they don’t have to ship it very far.
B- Oh, I see! It’s like when I chew down trees near my own dam! OKAY!
A- RIGHT! According to a brochure from eatlocalfirst, each dollar spent at a local
business produces triple the economic impact in an area than buying at a chain
store. But, what’s the economic reason that Alley Kat is considered value added?
B- Is it because they take some ingredients and make a more expensive product,
BEER!? NOMOE (drinks)!
C- I think so, beaver. They take barley, hops, malt and water, and add value.
Cow Skit
(Cow walks by)
Cow- USHI! MOO! USHIIIIIIIT!
B- (Dirt comes out of cow’s back end) EWWW! What’s it doing?
A- Ohh, very useful.
B- No no no! Very smelly! Not useful. Not good.
C- Wrong, beaver. We can take that manure and make biogas from it.
A- But what does this have to do with adding value?
C- Well, the reason this is adding value is that we can take useless waste and make
biofuels from it. Highland feeders even gets paidto get rid of manure, then they get
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to make energy (or energie) from it.

B- I see, and this helps the environment!

C- Yep! In addition, when Highland feeders makes ethanol, they take waste water
and grains and feed it to the cows. Cows really like it because small amounts of
alcohol remain. Cow beer!

Cow- MOOOOOOO0O00000! USHI!

A- The integrated biorefinery will generate 40 million litres of ethanol fuel
annually, 10 000 tons of premium biofertilizer and more than 100 thousand tons of
greenhouse gas emission credits. NOW THAT’S VALUE!

C- The reason this is all possible is technology, right?

A- Sure. Places like Agrifood discovery place are constantly coming up with new
ways to add value. Do you guys remember what they did?

B- Well, I remember that they work on new ways to process things for better
products.

C- Right, lots of the stuff they do is really cutting edge and only at the level of
research. However, one project they are doing examines how to concentrate
Echinacea to make medicine like Coldfx.

A- Okay. Daizyouvu . And I have a special treat for everyone now. It’s a song!
SONG

A- Now, here are our characters. Rei Thara. Rei, were you human?

B- No, I am beaver!!!!

A- Cool. Chase McGowan as cowboy. Thanks for listening!

QUESTIONS
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7. 4 Role of Scientific Research in Farming (&R XS54 FIZP100 #58)
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<Economy>

Efficiency

-Increasing productivity/efficiency of crops and livestock
- Less inputs creating more output

-Time efficiency for farmers

<Environment>
Improving irrigation techniques to help the environment
“Cows and Fish” — Government research into the interaction of cows and riparian

areas in Alberta

<Conclusions>
Scientific research plays a very important role in agriculture., both for

environmental sustainability and economic profit!
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7. 5 Conservation Issues in Agriculture (B&RZXS54 KIZP103 2588)
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7. 6 Irrigated Agriculture (BBRRX 54 FIZXP106 #5H8)
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