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Evaluation of hydro-social relations: relational values with water R BASU,
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Non-material dimensions of
water security

Laboratory of Rural Planning
Asst. Prof. Mrittika Basu

Inadequate water supply, water inaccessibility and seasonal
disruptions regulates the physical availability of water, thus leading
to water insecurity. But, solely focusing on conventional methods
of water security measurement may obscure other important
dynamics like socio-cultural and political dimensions. This
non-material dimensions are referred to as relational dimensions of
water security and there is an increasing emphasis to reorient the
concept of water security away from a utilitarian approach to a
relational approach based on water society relations. Hence, the
relational approach goes beyond material state of water insecurity
and measures non-material dimensions like socio-cultural
dynamics and political institutions and processes that regulates
water security. The key scientific questions that | am currently
trying to answer are: (i) What are the non-material dimensions of
water security? (ii) How does this relational approach ensure water
security and human well-being? and (iii) How this relational
dimension of water is changing with change in the dynamics of
rural areas?

Except my research on water security,

| am venturing new areas of research

including ecosystem services, nature

connectedness, human migration and

natural disasters. Water collection by village women
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